
Air Operations Area (AOA)
and Airport Security Training

Training inclusive of 14 CFR 139.329 
Pedestrians and Ground Vehicles and 

49 CFR 1542 (TSA) Rules and 
Regulations



Prevention



Air Operations Area (AOA)

The AOA consists of the restricted ground areas 
of the airport, inclusive of taxiways, runways and 
parking areas. In relation to airport security, the 
Federal Transportation Security Administration 
(TSA) defines these areas as all areas contained 
within the airport’s security fencing, except the 
Security Identification Display Area (SIDA).



The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) divides 
the AOA into two areas, the Movement Area

and the Non-Movement Area

The Movement Area consists of 
runways and taxiways, with the Non-
Movement Area consisting of ramps, 
taxi lanes and service roads.



Movement Area Boundary



AOA Badge Requirement

As of June 1, 2009, those needing unescorted 
access to the AOA will first need to complete the 
Airport’s badge application and provide the 
documentation listed in the sponsor’s review of 
eligibility form. The Airport will then submit the 
biographical information to the TSA for a 
Security Threat Assessment (STA) before 
issuing the badge. The badge will serve as your 
access card. All documents can be found on the 
airport’s website at www.pangbornairport.com or 
you may request them by calling (509) 884-
2494, ext 6.



Badge Rules

• The Transportation Security Administration (TSA) 
regularly inspects Pangborn Airport and will issue fines 
of up to $10,000 for security violations.

• Federal law requires you to carry your badge with you at 
ALL times while on the airport.

• If your badge breaks, bring the pieces into the office. 
• You must turn your badge in to the Airport upon 

termination of lease or employment. 
• If you lose your badge, you must notify the Airport within 

24 hours or you will be issued a $100 fine.
• Never loan your badge to someone else!



SIDA Regulations

Access to this area is restricted exclusively to 
those displaying a Pangborn SIDA badge. 
AOA Badge holders are NOT authorized to 
operate in the Security Identification Display
Area (SIDA). 



The SIDA line must not be crossed by unauthorized 

individuals at any time of the day or night.  



Non-Movement Area testing and badge/code 
issuance does NOT authorize you to operate on 

the Movement Area

The most important part of this training is recogni tion of 
the Movement Area boundaries. 

Never drive on Taxiways or Runways!!!



Requirements for the Movement Area
Movement Area access is restricted. Vehicles and pe rsonnel operating within 
this area are required to be approved by the Airpor t and must have additional 
training/testing, as mandated by the FAA.

All vehicles accessing the 
Movement Area require prior 
permission by the Airport and
must have two-way radio 
communication, proper markings, 
and be fitted with an amber beacon,
unless under airport escort.  



General Operations on the Non-Movement Area

Aircraft have the right of way at all times. If an aircraft 
is moving, appears to be ready to move or is being 
towed, stay clear of the aircraft until it passes. 
Jet blast and prop wash are extremely dangerous.

Be sure give way to all aircraft and not pass too 
closely to the rear of an aircraft.



Use caution around snow removal 
equipment during snowstorms. Snow 
removal equipment creates hazards for 
those in close  proximity.



Other hazards include helicopter operations on 
the ramp areas; they may be landing and 
maneuvering on the Non-Movement Area –
usually near Taxiway Alpha by the forest 
service.



• Personnel working and operating within the Non-
Movement Area must be there as a provision of their job 
or have a purpose relating to an aircraft, business, or 
operation on the Airport. 

• As the operator of a motor vehicle you must ensure that 
it is safe and functional. Do the brake lights work? Are 
the headlights and taillights properly working? All 
vehicles operating on the AOA must have two 
operational headlights and taillights.

• Drivers should turn the headlights on during operations 
sunset to sunrise, or during inclement weather. 

• During night operations turn your headlights off around 
running aircraft. Dark adaptation is lost within a few 
seconds of viewing bright light for pilots.  

• Aircraft are designed to fly, not taxi; visibility can be 
restricted to the pilot operating on the ground.



• The vehicle speed limit on the ramp is 20 mph.
• Make sure that vehicles have no loose objects or 

debris such as mud that may fall off or out of the 
vehicle. Foreign Object Debris, or FOD can be very 
damaging to aircraft.

• Be aware of aircraft wingtip clearance issues.
• Do not park within 15 feet of a fire hydrant or within a 

fire lane.
• Vehicles obstructing a taxi lane will be towed at the 

operator’s expense.



Gate Regulations
• Do not allow more than one vehicle to pass through the 

gate at any time. It is the driver’s responsibility to ensure 
that the gate closes after the vehicle passes through. 
Follow-throughs are not allowed, unless vehicles are 
under escort (example – FBO customers) by the 
accessing party.

• If the gate fails to close or if there are any problems or 
concerns, please call the number listed on that gate sign.

• When approaching the gate, be sure to come to a full 
stop and allow the gate to fully open. Approaching the 
gate too fast may result in damage to the gate and the 
vehicle. The vehicle owner/operator is responsible for 
damage to a gate caused from reckless or careless 
driving. 

• Regulations for pedestrian gates are the same as for 
vehicle gates. 



Accidents
• Law enforcement is provided by both the Airport 

and Douglas County Sheriff’s Office. All vehicle 
operators shall comply fully with Washington 
State laws as well as Pangborn Airport 
regulations. The laws governing vehicle 
accidents or incidents while driving on the AOA 
are the same as driving on a roadway. 

• Any accidents involving vehicles or aircraft must 
be reported to the Airport immediately. When 
possible, stay with your vehicle if it breaks down.  



TSA Regulations

• Fines issued to the Airport by the 
Transportation Security Administration will 
be passed along to the individual and/or 
business.

• The TSA may issue fines of up to $10,000 
per security violation to the individual.

• Violations include allowing someone to 
follow you through a gate, sharing your 
badge, giving out a code or failure to 
secure a building or gate.



Suspicious Activity

• Report any suspicious activity to the Airport 
and local law enforcement immediately.

• Do not disclose any information regarding 
policies and procedures to unauthorized 
individuals asking questions about airport 
security.

• For questions regarding operations or 
security, call 509 884-2494, ext. 206 or 209.


